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their own errors, unless they are such as have caused a deficiency in the revenue.
Besides, my Lords, it is not certain that, when this fund is mortgaged to the public creditors, they can prevail upon the Commons to change the security. They may continue the Bill in force, for the reasons, whatever they are, for which they have passed it; and the go6d intentions of our Ministers, however sincere, may be defeated, and drunkenness, legal drunkenness established in the nation.
This, my Lords, is very reasonable; and therefore we ought to exert ourselves for the safety of the nation, while the power is yet in our own hands; and without regard to the opinion or proceedings of the other House, show that we are yet the chief guardians of the people.
The ready compliance of the Commons, with the measures proposed in this Bill, has been mentioned here, with a view, I suppose, of influencing us; but, surely by those who had forgotten our independence, or resigned their own. It is not only the right, but the duty of either House, to deliberate, without regard to the determinations of the other: for how should the nation receive any benefit from the distinct powers that compose the Legislature, unless the determinations are without influence upon each other? If either the example or authority of the Commons can divert us from following our own convictions, we are no longer part of the Legislature; we have given up our honours, and our privileges; and what then is our concurrence but slavery, or our suffrage but an 3cho?
The only argument, therefore, that now remains, is